
Year Reception – Spring 1 – Super Stories 

 

  

Physical Development (Prime) 

Week 1: Travelling with confidence around obstacles, showing increasing control 

Week 2: Handles tools and objects with increasing control  

Week 3: Uses simple tools to effect changes to materials (cutting) 

Week 4: Shows understanding of good practice to support hygiene 

Week 5: Shows understanding of how to transport and store equipment safely 

Week 6: Experiments with different ways of moving, negotiates space 

Week 7:  

Week 8:  

 

Communication and Language (Prime) 

Week 1: Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking (sorting) 

Week 2: Listen attentively in a range of different situations 

Week 3: Making observations and describing what can be seen 

Week 4: Develop explanations by connecting ideas or events 

Week 5: Demonstrate understanding of prepositions 

Week 6: Follows instructions involving several ideas 

Week 7:  

Week 8:  

  

  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (Prime) 

Week 1: Initiates conversations attends to and takes account of what others say 

Week 2: Work as part of a group and follow rules – turn taking 

Week 3: Take account of one another’s ideas 

Week 4: Plays co-operatively and takes turns 

Week 5: Builds confidence in speaking in a group about their ideas 

Week 6: Explains own knowledge and understanding to others 

Week 7:  

Week 8:  

 

Maths (Specific) 

Week 1: Touch counting and recording numbers 

Week 2: Time language 

Week 3: Weight language and use of bucket scales 

Week 4: Estimation 

Week 5: Use and understanding of positional language  

Week 6: Money 

Week 7:  

Week 8:  

 

Literacy (Specific) Including PD FMS 

Week 1: ‘Snow Bears Surprise’ (Ascribing meaning to marks, caption writing) 

Week 2: ‘Aliens Love Underpants’ (Attempt to write short sentences) 

Week 3: ‘NoBot’ (Attempt to write short sentences) 

Week 4: ‘Gigantosaurus’ (Simple sentence writing) 

Week 5: ‘On the way home’ (simple sentence writing) 

Week 6: ‘The Smartest Giant in Town’ (simple sentence writing, use of some 

irregular common words) 

Week 7:  

Week 8:  

 

Expressive Arts and Design (Specific) Including PD FMS 

Week 1: Making animals using different techniques 

Week 2: Creating shape pictures, using the technique of wax resist. 

Week 3: Following instructions to make a Chinese lantern, junk modelling 

Week 4: Object and shape printing to create a dinosaur, using watercolours 

Week 5: Using Numicon to create a picture, finger painting 

Week 6: Designing and making crowns 

Week 7:  

Week 8:  

 

Understanding the World (Specific) 

Week 1: Talking about animals and the environments they live in 

Week 2: Showing care and concern in the outdoor environment when using it 

Week 3: Using technology to find out about customs and routines (CNY) 

Week 4: Looking at materials – similarities and differences 

Week 5: Talk about features of their own environment – making a map 

Week 6: Looking at objects, are they magnetic or not, similarities/differences 

Week 7:  

Week 8:  

 

 

Dates of Interest for Topics 

Valentine’s Day                                               Chinese New Year        

         

  

  

Week 1: Bears Week 2: Aliens Week 3: Robots Week 4: Dinosaurs Week 5: Journeys Week 6: Giants Week 7: Week 8: 

Weekly Topics ensure coverage of Development Matters but holistic learning will naturally cover multiple AOL throughout the Term during Child Initiated Play and Teaching in the Moment. 

Teaching in the Moment 

All of these areas will be covered during daily Continuous Provision, and 

learning will also be led by the children’s own different interests. 
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Development Matters: Understanding of the World (People & Communities, The World) 

 Remembers and talks about different things in their own experiences. 

 Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life. 

 Enjoys joining in with family routines. 

 Children talk about past and present events in their own lives. 

 Shows care and concern for living things and the environment. 

 Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change. 

 Children know about similarities and differences in relation to objects and materials. 

 They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments may vary from 
one another. 
 

 

 

 

Giants 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Explore with the children the outdoor 
garden area. How can we tidy our garden 
to ensure that it looks nice and is a safe 
place to learn in? Invite the children to 
make observations of the area. As a group 
collect leaves and litter that have collected 
in the garden. Talk to the children about 
recycling using the compost bin for the 
leaves and the bin for the litter. Explore 
with the children how they tidy at home. 
Do they help with the tidying? Why do we 
have to tidy? 

 

 
Journeys 

The children will have a science 
investigation to complete. ‘On the way home 
it started to rain. The little girl did not 
want to get wet. She wished that she had a 
waterproof coat. Pose the question: Which 
materials would be the best to make a 
waterproof coat?  
 

The children 
will be 
introduced to 
waterproof and 
non-waterproof 

and how this presents. They will then be 
provided with a range of materials for 
them to investigate this property, Are the 
materials the same or different? How do 
they feel? What do they look like? How do 
we know if they are waterproof or not? The 
children will record their findings on a 
table.   

  

 

 

Dinosaurs 
As a group talk about different dinosaurs. 

What were their names? What did they look 
like? Did they have any similarities or 
differences? Were they carnivores or 

herbivores? Invite the children to create 
pictures of dinosaurs using objects and 

vegetables to print. Explain to the children that 
when we print we dip the object or vegetable 
then lift it off, and then place it down again 
if we want to. Use pictures of dinosaurs as a 

stimulus for children to refer to when they are 
creating.. 

 
 

 

 

Robots 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As a class introduce the children to type of 
art called pointillism and how an artist 
called George Seurat created it. Explore 
some paintings explaining that they are 

created by lots of little dots. Model how we 
can create a similar effect using paint and 
cotton buds. Explain that we can use many 
colours to give it detail. The children will 

then investigate the technique for themselves 
by painting their own pointillism picture. 

Aliens 
 As a class, talk about different types of 

spaceships and space rockets. What features 
do they have? Do they have features that 
are the similar different? Discuss with the 

children the different planets that the 
spaceship or space rocket may visit. What 
do the planets look like? Are they all the 
same size? Are the planets hot or cold? 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Children can use different media to build 
their own rockets and spaceships. Children 
can also create 2D and 3D images of our 
solar system. 
 

 

Bears 
The children will have a science 
investigation to complete. ‘The snow is 
melting in Snow Bear’s cave and there is 
now a big puddle. Snow Bear needs to clean 
up the puddle. Pose the question to the 
children: Which materials will be best to 
soak up/absorb the water? The children will 
be introduced to absorbent and non-
absorbent. They will then be provided with a 
range of materials for them to investigate 
this property, Are the materials the same or 
different? How do they feel? What do they 
look like? How do we know if they are 
absorbent or non-absorbent? The children 
will record their findings on a table.   

 
 

 

 

 

Development Matters: Expressive Arts & Design (Exploring and using Media and Materials, Being Imaginative) 

 Explores what happens when they mix colours. 

 Experiments to create different textures. 

 Manipulates materials to achieve a planned effect. 

 Constructs with a purpose in mind using a variety of resources. 

 Uses simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately. 

 Create simple representation of people, objects and events. 

 Chooses a particular colour to use for a purpose. 

 Children represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology and art. 
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Spring 1 Challenges 

 

Maths 

W1 Can you work out the number addition problems? 

W2 Can you make a clock face? 

W3 Can you test different items to see how much they weigh in cubes? 

W4 Can you estimate how many dinosaurs there are in the pictures? 

W5 Can you draw a line of characters to show the order in which the little girl met them? 

W6 Can you use the price tags to buy new clothes for the giant? 

W7  

Writing 

W1 Can you draw a picture about Snow Bear’s Surprise? 

W2 Can you draw your favourite alien and describe him? 

W3 Can you draw a Chinese Zodiac animal and write about it? 

W4 Can you draw a picture of a dinosaur on the iPad? 

W5 Can you think of another character the little girl might have met on the way home? Can you draw a picture of them meeting? 

W6 Can you continue the story with new clothes and animals? 

W7  

Reading 

W1 Can you match the word/sentences to the pictures? 

W2 Can you read the space words or sentences? 

W3 Find a story about these animals; can you read any words inside? 

W4 Can you read the words and sentences about dinosaurs? 

W5 Can you answer the questions on the reading prompt cards about the story on the way home? 

W6 Can you match the pictures and captions together? 

W7  

Craft 

W1 Can you create a polar animal? 

W2 Can you create a shape alien? 

W3 Can you follow the instructions to make a Chinese lantern? 

W4 Can you use different objects/shapes to print with to design your own picture of a dinosaur? 

W5 Can you make a Numicon picture? 

W6 Can you follow instructions, design and make your own crown? 

W7  

Construction Area 

W1 Can you use the lollipop sticks or pipe cleaners to make a snowflake? 

W2 Can you build a spaceship or a space rocket? 

W3 Can you design and create your own robot? 

W4 Can you use the different media to build a dinosaur? 

W5 Can you complete the Lego brick number sentences? 

W6 Can you use the bricks to make a heart? 

W7  

Small World Area 

W1 Can you use the wooden blocks to make an igloo? 

W2 Can you play a game of ‘matching pants’ with your friends? 

W3 Can you build a bridge for the animals to get across the river? 

W4 Can you take it in turns with your friends to listen to the clues to ‘The people who help us game?’ 

W5 Can you make a map of the journey you take to school? 

W6 Can you build a bridge for the dog, or a house for the mouse? 

W7  

Home Corner 

W1 Can you sort the clothing into those that you would wear in the winter and those that you would wear in the summer? 

W2 Can you play a game of eye spy with a friend or your teacher? 

W3 Can you make a plate of healthy food? 

W4 Can you play a game of Hygiene Bingo with your peers? 

W5 Can you sort the objects into the different rooms of the house? 

W6 Can you have a conservation on the phone with your friend? 

W7  

Investigation Area 

W1 Can you place the animlas into their correct environment? 

W2 Can you follow the instructions to make a paper aeroplane? 

W3 Use Espresso on the iPads to find out about Chinese New Year! 

W4 Can you sort the materials in to the correct group? 

W5 Can you sequence the pictures of how to cross the road safely? 

W6 Can you test different materials to see if they are magnetic? 

W7  

Zone 1 

W1 Can you make a mosaic snowflake? 

W2 Can you sequence the story of aliens love underpants? 

W3 Can you create a handprint Chinese New Year dragon? 

W4 Can you use the 2D shapes to make a picture of a dinosaur? 

W5 Can you make a ramp for the cars to travel down? 

W6 Can you make the tallest house for the giant to live inside? 

W7  

Zone 2 

W1 Can you make a polar bear using the different tecniques? 

W2 Can you make a wax resist picture of a space scene? 

W3 Can you make a paper craft dragon, or junk model 

W4 Can you make a dinosaur silhouette picture or use the watercolour paints to paint a dinosaur picture? 

W5 Can you creates three different sized snakes using your fingers in the paint? 

W6 Can you make a Valentine finger paint tree or heart wreath? 

W7  

Zone 3 

W1 Can you fund the subtraction number sentences in the sand and work out the answers? 

W2 Can you use the magnetic letters to make a word? Can you read the word? 

W3 Can you estimate how many scoops of sand/water it takes to fill the bottles! 

W4 Can you find the bones in the sand? Can you measure the bones using cubes or a ruler? Can you measure the dinosaurs? 

W5 Which container will hold the most/least sand? How could you find out? 

W6 Can you and your friend get a container each and fill it with sand or water. Who is able to fill it the quickest? 

W7  

Zone 4 

W1 Can you draw a cave for the Snow Bears to live in? can you draw the items from the forest area that you could use to make the cave? 

W2 Can you go on an alien number hunt? 

W3 Can you work as a pair to complete the scavenger hunt in time? 

W4 How many eggs can you find in 1 minute? Who was the fastest? Who was the slowest? How do you know? 

W5 Can you find the characters from the story in the forest? Can you find the different positions where the characters were found? 

W6 Can you collect natural materials to make a picture of the giant? 

W7  

Zone 5 

W1 Can you manouvere a ball around different obstacles? How else could you move the ball around the different obstacles? 

W2 Can you play a game of What’s the time Mr Wolf? 

W3 Can you follow the instructions to find Bernard’s Bottom? 

W4 Can you follow the rules of the game ‘Red light, Green light? 

W5 Can you play hopscotch? 

W6 Can you play a game of ‘Magic Beans’? 

W7  

Zone 6 

W1 Can you explore the garden area and see what you can see, hear, smell and touch? 

W2 Can you find the irregular words hiding in the garden? 

W3 Can you see any seasonal changes in the Garden Area? 

W4 Can you create your own garden? What will you grow in your garden? How will you look after the plants/vegetables? 

W5 Can you begin to tidy the garden area up ready for the spring? 

W6 What wildlife do you think may visit our garden? Can you draw pictures of them? What visits your garden at home? 

W7  

 


